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SUBJECT: POMPIDOU FUNERAL; DRAFT ARRIVAL STATEMENT 

L. IN THE EVENT PRESIDENT NIXON DECIDES TO ATTEND 
POMPIDOU FUNERAL APRIL 6, DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO 
CONSIDER FOLLOWING DRAFT ARRIVAL STATEMENT: 

"I COME TO FRANCE ON A SOLEMN ERRAND, TO HONOR 
THE LIFE AND DEEDS OF A GREAT PRESIDENT. FRANCE AND THE 
WORLD HAVE LOST A STATESMAN, AND I HAVE LOST A TOWERING 
COLLEAGUE AND FRIEND. 

IN LANDING ON FRENCH SOIL, I CANNOT BUT RECALL 
A SIMILAR SOLEMNMOMENT LESS THAN THREE AND A HALF YEAR 

AGO. WE GATHERED THEN, FROM ALL THE CORNERS OF THE 
EARTH, AS WE DO NOW, TO PAY OUR LAST RESPECTS TO GENE- 
RAL CHARLES DE GAULLE. 

PRESIDENT POMPIDOU WAS OFTEN CONSIDERED THE HEIR 
OF GENERAL DE GAULLE, AND THIS IS TRUE IN A PROFOUND 
SENSE. BUT BOTH PRESIDENTS WERE THE HEIRS OF AN EVEN 
MORE PROFOUND TRADITION, THE FINEST QUALITIES OF THE 
NATION AND PEOPLE WHICH SELECTED THEM IN TURN FOR THE 
HIGHEST OFFICE. 

PRESIDENT POMPIDOU WAS A MAN OF KEEN INTELLECT TEMPERED WITH WARM 
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HUMANISM; ENORMOUS STRENGTH OF CHARACTER FORGED IN 
ADVERSITY AND SUCCESS; TENACITY AND PURPOSE MELLOWED 
BY REALISM; DEEP INDIVIDUALITY WHICH REINFORCED, RATHER 
THAN WEAKENED, HIS BONDS WITH ALL THE PEOPLE; AND 
ABOVE ALL, HE POSSESSED IMMEASURABLE PERSONAL COURAGE. 

THESE ARE THE QUALITIES THAT UNDERLIE THE GREAT- 
NESS OF FRANCE AND HER FINEST HOURS. THESE ARE THE 
QUALITIES I FOUND IN PRESIDENT POMPIDOU. THESE ARE THE 

QUALITIES WE SHALL REMEMBER, AND SHOULD TRY TO LIVE BY. 

I BRING THE MOST PROFOUND SYMPATHY OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, YOUR OLDEST ALLY, TO 
THE PEOPLE OF FRANCE." 

STONE 
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